The Heckscher Museum of Art

Presents

A Century of Collecting

PAINTING, SCULPTURE,
PRINTS, DECORATIVE ARTS,

DRAWINGS AND PHOTOGRAPHS
from our permanent collection



INTRODUCTION

The Heckscher Museum of Art is at the brink of a remarkable transformation
that will restore and expand our classic 1920 Beaux Art building. As we look toward
a bright future, our 85% anniversary exhibition, A4 Century of Collecting honors our past
and present and pays tribute to the many collectors and donors whose generosity has
made our collection so exceptional. Hung salon style throughout the Museum, treas-
ures range from Old Masters to contemporary, reflecting the depth and breadth of a
collection that has now grown to more than 2,000 objects. Art collected by founder
August Heckscher a century ago — on view here when the museum opened its doors
in 1920 — is complemented by objects acquired over the eighty-five years since. In
lieu of a traditional chronological installation, the exhibition is hung in groupings that
span centuries, media, nationality and style.

Gallery 1 focuses on the figure, ranging from one of the oldest traditions in art,
the nude, to a section titled The Human Condition. In it, artists examine aspects of our
lives from childhood to old age, from the warmth of family to the loneliness of a
crowd, from the pairing of lovers to the paiting of child and parent. A special section
features Museum founder August Heckscher surrounded by portraits and self-
portraits of artists.

In Gallery 2, Structureis devoted to architectural form, pairing windmills and
lighthouses with images of urban towers — and an entire wall featuring arcades.

Pastimes features images of leisure activity and relaxation. S##/ Lfe explores a
timeless theme ranging from meticulous 19%h-century oils to modern masterpieces.
Finally, Color and Light encompasses luminal and glass sculpture, extraordinary 19t
and 20th-century landscapes and vibrant color abstractions.

Our Lobby Gallery features scenes of Italy, a fitting tribute to our founder Au-
gust Heckschet, since an entire gallery in the historic Heckscher Museum was devoted
to Venetian themes.

In Gallery 3, we focus on scenes of land and sea, of vistas close to home as well
as far away. We begin with scenes of Long Island. In American Paradise we move up
the Hudson River to the roots of American landscape, with works from the original
August Heckscher gift and the Baker/Pisano Collection.

With Westward, we look to the Grand Canyon and beyond. By the Sea returns to a
nautical theme, but dances between centuries and nations. Our broadly international
theme continues in Travelogne, featuring vistas from the Caribbean, Egypt and Europe.
Alluring French scenery dominates in Pastorale.

In Gallety 4, we combine two themes. Horsefeathers, a light-hearted look at ani-
mals in art, demonstrates that artists have approached our best friends employing
styles, modes and media as varied as human portraiture over the years. Line, Gesture,
Motion, examines the manner in which the formal elements of composition — line,
form, gesture and color — contribute meaning to art, both abstract and tepresenta
tional.

Imagine, Contemplate, Visualize... Join us in celebrating our rich history —
and with us, look to an exciting future and the culmination of a longtime dream!
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NOTE ON NUMBERING: Numbeting starts fresh in each gallery. Please consult gallery
number to locate correct list of works on view.

GALLERY 1
FIGURATION

‘"NUDES

1 Glad¥s Wiles, '1875' (Lzzd -in Smped Gow,n), undated, 011 on canvas, Promised
gift of the Baker/Pisano chﬂectmn

2. Frederick William MacMonmes Pem of Ro]zallmn, undated, bronze Gift of the
Baker/Pisano Collection,

3. Alfred Mauret Fema]e Nud'e, c. 192728, pencﬂ on papet, Glft of the Baket/
Pisano Collection.

| 4. Elihu Vedder, Study for Marsyzs, undated pencﬂ on paper Gift of the Baker/

Pisano Collection.

5. John Sloan, Nude on Dmped Couch 1931 etchmg on paper, Gift of Mr. and

rs. John D. Egan.

| 6. Louis Bouch¢, Nude and Lace Cut'tam, 1919, pen and ink on paper, Gift of the

Baker/Pisano Collection.

7. Paul Doughetty, Two Bathers, undated, monotype on papet, Gift of the Baker/
Pisano Collection.

8. Raphael Soyet, Seated Nude, 1987, oil on canvas, Gift of Rebecca L. Soyer.
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